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the heartiness of the welcome it received. A new
edition of Whittier's complete works was at that
time in press. Mr. Fields's letter is dated August
24,1863: "' Barbara' is most welcome, and I will
find room for it in the October number, most cer-
tainly. A proof will be sent to you in a few clays.
You were right in thinking I should like it, for so
I do, as I like few things in this world. The piece
must go into your book, of course. We go to press
at once with the new volume. Will there be any
introductory piece ? Inclosed is a check for fifty
dollars, but Barbara's weight should be in gold."

To one of many friends who asked him if Bar-
bara was a myth, he answered in a letter dated
October 19, 1890 : " I had a portrait of the good
Lady Barbara from the saintly hand of Dorothea
Dix, whose life is spent in works of love and duty,
and a cane from Barbara's cottage, sent me by
Dr. Steiner of the Maryland Senate. Whether
she did all that my poem ascribed to her or not,
she was a brave and true woman. I followed the
account given me in a private letter and in the
papers of the time."

The cane referred to above was brought to Mm.
in 1878, by Mr. Bramsburg, who accompanied
Mrs. Southworth in a visit to Amesbury. It is
said to be the one the old lady used to shake at
the boys of the town who would come about her
house and hurrah for Jeif Davis.

A writer in the " Century," in an article upon
this ballad, which denied that it had any foun-
dation whatever in fact, made the remark tliat
" the story will perhaps live, as Mr. Whittier has